
 

  

 

1524 E Perkins  
Guthrie, OK  73044 

P (405) 282-3246 – F (405)282-2884 – TTY (405) 293-9797 
After Hours – (405) 359-2119 

First Quarter 2019 
January, February, March 

Freeze warning signs will be placed throughout the GHA properties when the freezing weather begins to set in.  Whenever the weather 
is below 32 degrees, all residents are asked to drip their indoor faucets.  Also, leave the cabinet doors open under the kitchen & 

bathroom sinks so that heat can circulate and keep the water pipes from freezing. 
Your unit’s heat system is much more efficient & safe to use than a space heater.  Keep all items away from wall heaters.  Also, stove-
top burners and range ovens should NEVER be used to heat a house.  Guthrie Housing Authority discourages any and all use of space 

heaters! 
If you will be away from your unit during colder weather season, please leave the heat on in your unit.  Set your thermostat at 65 

degrees—DO NOT TURN THE HEAT OFF!!!  If the heat is turned off, water pipes may freeze, bust, and many problems will occur.  You 
will be responsible for ALL DAMAGES if the heat is turned off and damages result. 

 

 

Guthrie Housing Authority would like to wish you a Happy New Year.  GHA is looking 
forward to having the opportunity in sharing this coming year with you. 

CENTRAL OKLAHOMA COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCY 

 

              Jennifer has spent 20 years working with non-profit, community, private and state organizations to improve 
                           the health and quality of life for Oklahomans. 
                           For the last 10 years, she coordinated the Oklahoma Tobacco Helpline while working with state agencies  
                           and hospital systems in creating sustainable health changes within their systems.  
                            “My mind thinks big, while my heart thinks people first. My goal here is to help those who feel lost in the  
system, while understanding and offering support to get them back on track. This leads me to where I would like to see our 
county program go. With the understanding that (typically) our clients problems didn’t happen overnight, how can we offer 
them hope and encouragement while addressing their long term needs such as safe housing, economic security and the self-
confidence to care for themselves and their families. 
It will take the community pulling together to provide support and accountability to help clients get out of the cycle that 
they are in.” 
COCAA is located in the Housing Authority’s computer lab area.  Guthrie Housing Authority is honored to be able to work in 
conjunction with COCAA and the programs it offers.   
Community & Resource Development provides direct help, or referrals, for families to meet basic needs for food, clothing, 
utilities, and housing costs.  It also provides a food pantry, temporary housing, home buyer education, and family budget 
counseling. Personalized follow-up with each family ensures that needs are being met. 

Meet LOGAN coUNTY COCAA’s new Coordinator - Jennifer Roysdon, M.S. 
 

 



 

   

Did you know that Guthrie Housing Authority is a polling 
place for Logan County? Are you new to our area?  Have 
you registered to vote?  With a government elected by its 
citizens and that effects every aspect of our lives from 
schools to health care to homeland security, voting is an 
important right in our society.  By voting, you are making 
your voice heard and registering your opinion on how you 
think the government should operate. 
Guthrie citizens can verify their precinct, confirm voter 
registration and get election night reporting by visiting 
www.logancountyok.com/Election_Board.php  
You can call Executive Secretary Sheleen Winscott at (405) 
282-1900, find her at 224 E Vilas here in Guthrie, or send 
her a text at voteinlogancounty@coxinet.net to register to 
vote or ask questions. 
 

Seasonal flu is a contagious respiratory 
illness caused by flu viruses.  It spreads 
between people and can cause mild to 
severe illness.   

In some cases, the flu can lead to death.  In the United 
States, flu season occurs in the fall and winter.  Seasonal 
flu activity usually peaks in January or February, but it 
can occur as early as October and as late as May. 
How does the seasonal flu spread? 
Most experts believe that you get the flu when a person 
with the flu coughs, sneezes, or talks and droplets 
containing their germs land in your mouth or nose.  You 
can also get the flu by touching a surface or object that 
has the flu virus on it and then touching your mouth, 
eyes, or nose.  
Protect yourself and your family against seasonal flu.  
Getting vaccinated and taking everyday precautions – 
like washing your hands, covering your cough, and 
staying away from sick people – are the best ways to 
keep yourself healthy this flu season. 

 

 

www.phada.org 

 

PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE SCHEDULED 
Beginning Monday, February 12th, and continuing through 
Friday March 2nd, 2018, between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m., GHA Maintenance Staff will be coming into your 
unit to change the filters on your central air units, to test 
and change batteries in smoke alarms, and to perform 
preventative maintenance. 
All units will be affected during this time.  This is a part of 
our routine maintenance and you are not required to be in 
the unit.  If you would prefer to be present during your 
maintenance, please call our office prior to February 12th to 
schedule an appointment day. 
 

PHADA APPLICATION DUE DATE 
FRIDAY, JANUARY 25, 2019 

In order to encourage academic excellence and community 
responsibility among high school students, PHADA has 

implemented a scholarship program for graduating seniors who are 
preparing to enter college.  PHADA will award three (3) 

scholarships to deserving youth currently residing in a PHADA 
member agency. 

 

Stephen J. Bollinger Memorial Scholarship  
(One scholarship available: $7,000) 

Steve Bollinger (April 11, 1948–June 18, 1984) was a taskmaster to 
himself, a human dynamo to those who knew him. He was a 

natural leader, a person who could rally people around him with 
wit, satire, and vocal exercises. Steve's knowledge of and 

dedication to housing those in need was never absent, especially 
after he was appointed Assistant Secretary for Community Planning 

and Development at HUD. His experience at the Columbus 
Metropolitan Housing Authority and the associations he had with 
colleagues, mayors, and others afforded him the opportunity to 

deal with the bureaucracy in a style that we strive to attain. To the 
members of PHADA, he was a friend. His belief in the housing 
profession motivated him to become a founding member of 

PHADA, for which he served as Vice President. He accomplished 
much in a short time and we are all thankful for his achievements. 

PHADA created this scholarship to memorialize Stephen J. 
Bollinger. 

 

Freedom & Civil Rights Scholarship  
(One scholarship available: $5,000)  

*Additional Essay Required 
In 2005, PHADA's Board of Trustees met in Montgomery, AL. 

Inspired by historical sites they chose to give personal donations for 
the inception of a PHADA scholarship to honor the work of Rosa 

Parks and the achievements of the civil rights movement. PHADA's 
Annual Commissioners' Conference Golf Outing was established in 
2007 to provide continuous funding to the Freedom Scholarship. 

 

Mutual of America Life Insurance Company Scholarship 
(One Scholarship available: $5,000) 

Mutual of America Life Insurance Company has offered significant 
financial support to PHADA’s scholarship program and has elected 
to reward one deserving youth with a $5,000 scholarship.  PHADA 

appreciates their commitment to serving the needs of public 
housing residents and the community. 

 
The scholarship fund will be administered by the PHADA 

Scholarship Committee. The money will go directly to the school 
hat the recipient will be attending.  The school will deposit the 

money into the student’s account.  The money may only be used to 
pay for tuition, books, and activates directly related to the 
student’s education. If the student discontinues his or her 

education, the unused portion of the scholarship will be returned 
to PHADA.  For more information, contact PHADA at: 202-546-

5445. 

http://www.logancountyok.com/Election_Board.php
mailto:voteinlogancounty@coxinet.net


   GHA Board of Commissioners 
Scott Wyskiel, Chairperson  ●  John Donosso, Commissioner  ●  Jonathan McClin, Commissioner 

Laurel S Davis, Vice-Chairperson  ●  Carrie Ann Fryar - Commissioner 

 
 
 

Are you looking for funds to further your education?  Check out the information 
listed on this page to see if you qualify for any of the 2019 SW NAHRO Scholarships!  

Deadline for these scholarships is March 8, 2019. Remember that we have the 
computer lab that is available to our residents, during office hours, that have 

internet capabilities and a printer/copier to help with all of your application needs! 

WWW.SWNAHRO.ORG 

 

The Southwest Regional Council NAHRO Scholarship Program provides scholarship opportunities to families that reside 
in, work with, or who otherwise receive housing benefits from one of the member agencies of the Council.  The SWRC 

NAHRO annually awards scholarships totaling more than $10,000.00.  Scholarship awards are available to public housing 
residents, participants in rental assistance or similar programs, both heads of household and other family members, and 

children of staff working for a member agency. 
 

Category 1 
Graduating Senior 

Resident or Participant 

Scholarships are available in 
three areas to graduating 

seniors who are residents and 
receive direct housing benefits 

from one of the member 
agencies of the Council.  The 
first scholarship is a $4,000 

four-year scholarship awarded 
to a graduating senior, with 

$1,000 payable each year over 
a four-year period. 

A second, $1,000 one-time 
scholarship honoring Philip W. 
Miller is available to graduating 
seniors who are residents of a 

public housing agency. 

The third area includes 
scholarship awards of a 
minimum of $500.00 to 

resident graduating seniors 
who successfully apply to the 
program, who attained a four-

year 3.0 GPA and an 18 on the 
ACT, 1290 on the Old SAT or 

860 on the New SAT. 

 

Category 2 
Graduating Senior 

Child or Agency Staff 

One $1,000 one-year 
scholarship is available to a 

graduating senior of an agency 
staff family. In addition, either 

another one-year $1,000 
scholarship is awarded to a 

graduating senior of an agency 
staff family or 2 one-year $500 
scholarships are awarded to 
agency staff family members 

already in college.  These 
scholarships are given in 
memory of Mr. Michael 
Hanratty and Ms. Cissy 

Wood. Actual amount will vary 
according to the number of 

students applying and funds 
available 

 

Category 3 
Resident/Participant 
Head of Household 

Scholarships are available for 
Heads of Households who are 
residents of a housing agency 
or program participant and who 
plan to begin or are presently 

attending college.  Etc 

 

Category 4 
Resident/Participant  

High School Graduating Senior 
NON-TRADITIONAL 

The SWRC NAHRO Annual 
Scholarship Program provides 

scholarship opportunities to 
resident high school seniors 
residing in or who otherwise 

receive direct housing benefits 
from one of the member 

agencies of the Council.  This 
scholarship is for 

NONTRADITIONAL students 
or students in a nontraditional 

program.   This award is a 
minimum of $500 and is to 

resident/participant graduating 
seniors who successfully apply 
to the program.  The award is 

two (2), one-year 
scholarships. 

 



 

 

 

 

 
IRS Tax Tip 2017-87, December 5, 2017 
Taxpayers can take steps to ensure smooth processing of their 2017 tax 
return next year. Here are three things taxpayers should know about the 
tax returns they will file next year. 
1) It’s important to gather documents 
The IRS urges all taxpayers to file a complete and accurate tax return by 
making sure they have all the needed documents before they file. This 
includes: 

• Forms W-2 from employers. 
• Forms 1099 from banks and other payers. 
• Forms 1095-A from the Marketplace for those claiming the 

Premium Tax Credit. 
Typically, these forms start arriving by mail in January. Taxpayers should 
check them over carefully, and if any of the information shown is wrong, 
contact the payer right away for a correction. 
2) Taxpayers with expiring ITINs should renew promptly 
Some people with an Individual Taxpayer Identification Number may 
need to renew it before the end of the year to avoid a refund delay and 
possible loss of key tax benefits. These ITINs expire Dec. 31, 2017: 

• ITINs not used on a tax return in the past three years. 
• ITINs with middle digits 70, 71, 72 or 80. 

Anyone who needs to renew an ITIN should submit a completed Form 
W-7, Application for IRS Individual Taxpayer Identification Number. They 
should mail the Form W-7, along with original identification documents 
or copies certified by the issuing agency. Once an individual files a 
completed form, it typically takes about seven weeks to receive an ITIN 
assignment letter from the IRS. 
3) Choose e-file and direct deposit for a faster refund 
Electronically filing a tax return is the most accurate way to prepare and 
file. Errors delay refunds and the easiest way to avoid them is to e-file. 
Combining direct deposit with electronic filing is the fastest way for a 
taxpayer to get their refund. With direct deposit, a refund goes directly 
into a taxpayer’s bank account. 
There are several e-file options: 

• IRS Free File. 
• Volunteer Income Tax Assistance and Tax Counseling for the 

Elderly programs. 
• Commercial tax preparation software. 
• Tax professional. 

Taxpayers should note that the IRS cannot by law issue refunds for 
people claiming the Earned Income Tax Credit or Additional Child Tax 
Credit before mid-February. This law helps make sure that taxpayers 
receive the refund they’re due by giving the IRS more time to detect and 
prevent fraud. 
The IRS expects the earliest refunds related to EITC and ACTC to be 
available in taxpayer bank accounts or debit cards starting on Feb. 27, 
2018, if the taxpayer uses direct deposit and there are no other issues 
with their tax return.  This additional period is due to several factors, 
including the Presidents Day holiday and banking and financial systems 
needing time to process deposits. 

Free Tax Return Preparation for 
Qualifying Taxpayers 

The Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program 
offers free tax help to people who generally make $54,000 
or less, persons with disabilities and limited English 
speaking taxpayers who need assistance in preparing their 
own tax returns. IRS-certified volunteers provide free 
basic income tax return preparation with electronic filing 
to qualified individuals. 
 
In addition to VITA, the Tax Counseling for the Elderly 
(TCE) program offers free tax help for all taxpayers, 
particularly those who are 60 years of age and older, 
specializing in questions about pensions and retirement-
related issues unique to seniors. The IRS-certified 
volunteers who provide tax counseling are often retired 
individuals associated with non-profit organizations that 
receive grants from the IRS. 
 
Before going to a VITA or TCE site, see Publication 3676-
B for services provided and check out the What to 
Bring page to ensure you have all the required documents 
and information our volunteers will need to help you. 
*Note: available services can vary at each site due to the 
availability of volunteers certified with the tax law 
expertise required for your return. 
Some VITA sites offer CAA service to taxpayers along with 
their VITA program. 
 
Find a VITA or TCE Site Near You 
VITA and TCE sites are generally located at community and 
neighborhood centers, libraries, schools, shopping malls 
and other convenient locations across the country. To 
locate the nearest VITA or TCE site near you, use the VITA 
Locator Tool or call 800-906-9887. 
When looking for a TCE site keep in mind that a majority 
of the TCE sites are operated by the AARP Foundation’s 
Tax Aide program. To locate the nearest AARP TCE Tax-
Aide site between January and April use the AARP Site 
Locator Tool or call 888-227-7669. 
At select tax sites, taxpayers also have an option to 
prepare their own basic federal and state tax return for 
free using Web-based tax preparation software with an 
IRS-certified volunteer to help guide you through the 
process. This option is only available at locations that 
list “Self-Prep” in the site listing. 
 

 

https://www.irs.gov/individuals/steps-for-tax-filing-season
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/individual-taxpayer-identification-number
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w7
https://www.irs.gov/forms-pubs/about-form-w7
https://www.irs.gov/filing/e-file-options
https://www.irs.gov/refunds/get-your-refund-faster-tell-irs-to-direct-deposit-your-refund-to-one-two-or-three-accounts
https://www.irs.gov/filing/free-file-do-your-federal-taxes-for-free
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/free-tax-return-preparation-for-you-by-volunteers
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/free-tax-return-preparation-for-you-by-volunteers
https://www.irs.gov/e-file-providers/choose-a-tax-professional
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p3676bsp.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p3676bsp.pdf
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/checklist-for-free-tax-return-preparation
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/checklist-for-free-tax-return-preparation
https://www.irs.gov/individuals/vita-sites-that-offer-caa-services
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